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Roberto Hozven' s bouk is.a solid and significant milestune in the smdy of
Dictawio Pa's wrtings, [t is divided into fear parts, The tirst part, (kree chupters
(mearly half of the book), ix u desafled synopsis and inital anatvsis of the key
aspects of what he calls “la ensefianza pacians hoy en dia” (19, followed by a
disgussion of medemity and “medemisme™ snd an examisation of some steps
teken by Pue in hix quest for the “present.” The second part | two shorler
chaprers), both deepens and shifiz the analysis of implicutions of Paz’s writing;
in addition to comparison of the evolution of some aspects of Pacian thought to
the French Stroctumalists, Hozven uscovers “two ways proposed by Poz's
writing to interpret signe” (200 “leer™ and “ver” To “read” the world is ta
“decodify™ meaning whereas o “see” the world concems iiself more with the
process by which meaning is gencrated. The third part (one brief chapror), details
sirnilaritics and differences among poctry, speceh snd prose in Puzand discusses
the occupation of the poet 3% apposed 10 and linked with that of the politcian.
Amd, fenalty, the fourth part {one brief chapter) draws oo sonse of issirhis of the
previous chapters in the analysis of twoof Pae's poems. Stylistically, Hozven's
SOmRTnes eccentnic diction and inch bgenite syntax are jusified and'or meduted
by bk consizmmt schematic clarty of presentation and rigorously logical
analysis. It iz clear, ax well, that the organization of this stady rellecls the
complex and nterneinted progression of hought that permeares i,

In the Prologue, Hozven proposss o analyze and preseal both Octavio
Paz’sessayzand postry “from within*{ 17). Instead of applyiog a rigid Ureuretical
| maodel ta the warks, Hozven tends 1o derive his metbotdology for the evaluation
ani organizacion of Paz*z work from the coneepts and provssses lound within the
wliting itsell, In one sense, Hozven's honk secks mone 10 “see™ Pac's wriling
than o Vread™ if. As A reoull, Foeven's owa divcourss ond the dimaenwe af big
haak, can ;omélimes be seen s an illusmation or reflestion of sowe elements of
Facian thought. T study Par’ = work in any other way. Hozven uryues would be
to condemn one's sell “a entonder xin comprendar™ (17).

A finting exarmphe of this critical posnane is the e asell, and Hozven's
justification of it in the Prologne, The book begins with o question, *; Por qué
viafero y por qué del presente” "(9). Bogh of these terms and several relatsd
concepts (&g, “uragplante,” “modernidad,” “radueeitn™) are inextricably tied w
Pacian thought. One “rraveler’s @otc” (%) wed by Pux, Hozven writes, is the
pdoption of the “pozsent”™ -a point of view o conalant change= s & means of
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