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Roberto Hozven' s bouk is.a solid and significant milestune in the smdy of
Dictawio Pae's wotings, [tis divided into fear parts, The tirst part, (kree chupters
(mearly half of the book), ix u desadled synopsis and inival anatvsis of e key
aipects of what he calls “1a enssfianes paciana hoy en déa” (19), followed by a
disgussion of medemity and “medemisme™ snd an examisation of some steps
teken by Pue in hix quest for the “present.” The second part | two shorler
chaprers), both deepens and shifez the analysis of implications of Faz's writing;
in addition to comparison of the evolution of some aspects of Pacian thought to
the French Strocturalists, Hozven uscovers “two ways proposed by Poaz's
writing to interpret signe™ (300 “leer™ and “ver.” To "read” the world i3 o
“decodify™ meaning whereas to “see” the world concems itsell mome with the
process by which meaning is gencrated. The third part (one bref chaprer), details
sirmilaritics and differences nmeng poetry, spoceh snd proze in Pue and discusses
the occupation of the poet a3 apposed 10 and linked with that of the politician.
And, finalty, the fourth part {one brief chapter) draws on sonve of insihis of the
previous chapters in the analysis of twoof Pae's poems. Stylistically, Hozven's
sometinmes ecoentric diction ard imchalgenie syntax aeé justified andfor mediuted
by bhis conssent schematie clarity of presentation and rigovously logical
analysis. It 5 clear, as well, that the crganization of this stadv rellecls the
complex and nterneinted progression of hought that permeates i,

In the Prodogue, Hozven proposss o analyze and preseal both Octavio
Paz’sessayzand poetry “from within'*(17). Instead of applying & rigid Ureuretical
maodel ta the warks, Hozven tends to derive his metbodology for the evaluation
ani organizacion of Paz*zwork from the conceps and provsses lound within the
wliting itsell. In one senve, Hozven's honk secks mone 1o “see™ Pac's wriling
than 1o “read™ it. As a result, Hoever's owa discourss und the stmacmee af hig
hoak, can ;ometimes be seen s an illusmration or refleetion of some elements of
Facian thought. T study Par’ = work in any other way. Hozven uryues would be
to condemn one's sell “a entonder xin comprendar™ (17).

A finting exarmphe of this enitical posnare is the tile asell, and Hozven's
justificution of it in the Prologne, The beok begins with o question, *; Por qué
viafero y por qué del presente” "(9). Bogh of these terms and several relatsd
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Pacian thought. One “raveler’s @ote” (%) wed by Pax, Hozven writes, is the
adoption of the “present” -4 point of view mn conslant changs= ws a means of
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