


Statua of VWemen Commission. larpeh 24%h, 1954
Folltlcal Rights of Vomen =

Btatement of the dslsrate of the Wamenls International
Fadergbion, ire, Dora Fussell,

Epdam Chairman:

Listoening to the contributiona oads by the distinpuish-
od membera of this Comedoslon, 1t is l=poasible not o0 bo ine
prosscd with the progross that has beon made in the politiesl
rights of vpznon sinso the Unlbtcd Hationa Charter came inte
being. But, in reflessting o thosd adwancss, w8 hare, most
af whom, os wamen, enjoy considerable stotua, are inelined to
pass too rapldly over the position of women vho are gsbEill
1ittle mera thazn slaves.

To women in nofedolf-governing territoriss and Truat
territories and in others share thoy have not attained full
pollEtleal rights; or have nonme,; thoe Chartor of the United
Hatloms has become s 8ymbol to whickh thay appeal vhon strug=
Eling egalnst oppoaliticon and oppressicon. In its relations
with woren of the non-self-goveming territerios my organi-
zaticn has found instances of the falth of sich women
in the powtr and Influshcs of the United Hatlonp, snd, In our
ponsnltative atatus to the Usd. wo act as a link or birddge
Etwm womnsn whose countries exe not dipectly represented

¥ ig 1

0n our Exesublve Commlibttes alone - apart from our

larger body, the Councll - sib represontatives of 20 countrles
manfing fron Veatern Europs and Ssandinavis to South Amordcs,
Eaatern Europs and the Hiddle pnd For zast. It la thus pes-
pibls for us to obtain & wids peranective of the asplrations
of wxeon all over the woirld. wh did, in feet,; foynish to the
Eoonomie and Sosial Councll in Ootebor 1953 o dopument om the
Social Situation of Tomen and Childron oospiled from our owmn
investigation: end frem veaporta made o sent to cur Confor-
once In Defence of Childrem in Vienns, and our Wordd Confor=
anco of Wemen at CoponhaseTis

Thoss statempnts wo have recoived from wemen of non- |
sell-goeverning terrlitorisa ralse in onefs mind the questlion
as to whetfher they have not et present s firmer grasp on thé
nesds and purpoiaes of women than those of ua vwho have longer
anjoyed eoancipation.

In Great Britain, for ilnstance, whersa ths right to vote
mig won in 1%18 ve have to-day omly about 20 wonen mexrsers of
Parlim=ents To tale but ome other exzamzle, It sarmot e aeld
that thoers ur:g:zlity of opportundty for vomen in Britain in
the mediesl p sgicn, Tie spoak of educating women to make
uwpe of thelr rights apd to play thedr part as citisens, bub
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